English/Communications 11

“Gentlemen, Your Verdict” Questions

1. What is the central conflict in the story? Is it internal or external? Is it a dilemma? Why or why not?

2. Did the setting of the story dictate the plot? Could this situation happen in any other setting? 

3. The story is told through flashbacks. Is this an effective way to relate this tale? 

4. What was Lieutenant-Commander Oram’s justification for his actions? Why did he choose the five to survive?

5. What type of ending does the story have? 

6. How would you vote if you were on the jury? Explain, giving reasons from the story for your choice.

7. How did the Lieutenant-Commander kill those who were not chosen?

8. How would you feel as one of the survivors? 

9. Do you think the Lieutenant-Commander’s reasons for saving the five were justified? Why or why not?

10. In a short paragraph (approximately 150-200 words), using evidence from the story, discuss whether or not the Lieutenant-Commander had the right to “play god” with the lives of his men. 

