Stand Alone Text – Notes

(Can also be used for the Synthesis essay)

Things to do on the exam:

· Dissect the question – what is it actually asking you?

· Some sort of organizing – T-chart, Web, etc

· Refer back to the question multiple times to make sure you are on topic

· Quote – they do not have to be long, but they must be used effectively

· Introduction and conclusion – marks are lost for not including these. DO NOT write “This paragraph will discuss the irony…” or “In conclusion…”

· Make sure the author’s name and title of the work are in the intro and you have a thesis 

· Ex. The article “An Ode to a User-Friendly Pencil” by Bonnie Laing uses verbal irony to illustrate the many problems that come with more advanced technology.

· Discuss the effects of the literary device in the work. Ask yourself “why did the author/poet choose to use it?” and answer the question.

· Think of the audience at which it’s aimed

· How effective (or not) would another approach be

· Proof read – make sure title/author’s name is spelled correctly.

· Make sure simple words are correct (especially if they’re in the work)

· Don’t use contractions – this should alleviate some errors (they’re vs. their vs. there and it’s vs. its)

· Write in the present tense (uses vs. used etc.)

· Check for run-ons and fragments
· Vary your sentences in length and construction

· NO I or YOU statements in literary paragraphs/essays

· A POET writes a POEM, an AUTHOR writes a short story or article – make sure you are using the correct title

