SYMBOL and IRONY

SYMBOLISM: a literary device where something means MORE than what it is.

Eg.

Literal meaning



Symbolic meaning

Dove

bird





peace

White

colour





purity

Black

colour





death

Look for symbolism in:
-names of characters

· use of objects and actions (more important kind of symbolism)

· story must furnish a clue that a detail is to be taken symbolically through emphasis, repetition or position

· has meaning inside the story, but not necessarily out of it

· must suggest a meaning different in kind to its literal meaning. Eg. A dove does not symbolize birds.

· Can have more than one meaning.

IRONY: three different kinds of irony

· VERBAL: say the opposite of what is meant

· Sarcasm

· DRAMATIC: contrast between what the character says or thinks and what the reader (audience) knows to be true.

· SITUATIONAL: Opposite of what is expected happens

· Discrepancy between appearance and reality, between expectation and fulfillment, OR between what is and what would seem appropriate.

Most sophisticated type of irony
